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Disclaimer

The content of this report reflects only the author’s view. The European Commission is not
responsible for any use that may be made of the information it contains.

This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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Summary

The main purpose of deliverable 6.3 is to summarise the efforts and results of the
communication and dissemination actions taken over the first 16 months of the project. This
document includes descriptions of the tools and channels used to communicate with the
audience and to disseminate the project’s results and the activities conducted using these
tools.

Keywords

SCIRT, circular economy, circular fashion, sustainable fashion, textile recycling, system
circularity, innovation, communication, dissemination, awareness raising

Abbreviations and acronyms

Acronym Description
WP Work Package
C&D Communication and Dissemination
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Introduction

The communication and dissemination strategy, D6.1 Preliminary communication and
dissemination plan, outlined the actions and strategies for communication, dissemination
and engagement of stakeholders throughout the SCIRT project. It identified the
communication objectives, target groups and key messages, and defined the tools and
channels used to communicate with the audience and to disseminate project results.

The scope of the C&D strategy includes all actions taken in and outside of the project in
terms of knowledge dissemination and public communication regarding SCIRT and its
results. These communication actions will be continuously monitored and updated during
the project. This report (D6.3) presents the C&D actions implemented over the first 16
months of the project, from June 2021 to September 2022.

Based on the needs of the project, the main C&D objectives are:

¢ Provide and implement a plan for effective communication to inform and engage
a variety of target audiences

e Promote project findings to the professional and general public across the EU

o Disseminate knowledge and findings widely and efficiently to all stakeholder
groups

e Support better-informed processes at the EU and national level

¢ Raise awareness on textile circularity by providing transparency throughout the
value chain

e Provide resources to impact the decision-making process of consumers and
industry regarding the purchase and disposal of textile products

¢ Build a community covering all steps of the value chain

e Form synergies with other related EU initiatives

To achieve these goals, the C&D strategy follows the EU's five-stage model:

WHY - the objectives of communication

WHAT - the results to communicate

WHO - sharing the responsibilities with all partners
HOW - the best channels and tools to get the word out
HOW GOOD - monitor and evaluate actions

abhwbd =

1 Project Website

The project website was released in September 2021 (M4) and the accompanying
deliverable (D6.1 Preliminary communication dissemination) was submitted in September
2021 (M4). The website has been used as a dynamic communication tool for the project,
and is regularly updated with resources, news, and events related to the SCIRT project.

The website is the main point of information for the project for all audiences so it aims to be
as accessible and attractive as possible, while containing scientific information that will be
important for research and stakeholders. Moreover, it provides access to two private project
areas. The first being for the SCIRT partners to follow and track the timeline of the project
and the second being for stakeholders to access all information and resources linked to the
User Board meetings.

- This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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News and events related to SCIRT are posted on the website including a recap of the project
meetings and external events, updates from the work packages and deliverables, and other,
general news related to the project.

Key takeaways from the SCIRT organized its R

ecent POSES
SCIRT User Board first Workshop on
Mccting [Ilt(‘:l 1(‘:(:11119.1 Pr(‘)pcrty 5 Key takeaways from the SCIRT User
17 May 2022 | Project News: ([P) alld Explﬂitation' ?:_J:Iir:;img

& May 2022 | Project Naws
s SCIRT organized its first Workshop
Read Mora > Reed Mare on Intellectual Property (IP) and
Expluitation!

& May 2022

+ Le CETl aceélére son développement

RED dans le recyclage des matiéres
synthétiques
d 11 mupeil 2022

., &\_

» Recyclage: I'Estia et le Ceti lancent

une structure commune au Pays

basque

11 Ageil 2022
Le CETI accélere son RCCyclagc: I’Estia et le » Want 10 help the SCIRT project gain

. . knowledge on the future of circular

développement R&D Ceti lancent une fachion? Take & quick survey!
dans le recyclage des structure commune au 14 Febauaey 2022
matiéres synthc’ tiques Pays basquc
11 Agril 2022 | SCIRT in the media 11 Apeil 2022 | SCIRT in the media Categ{,ries
Read More » Read More »

» Events

Figure 1: SCIRT News items featured on the News page of the website

The statistics for website traffic (including number of visitors and most viewed pages) are
analysed using IONOS hosting provider.

Visiteurs
2.000
1.500
1.000 ?_’—’dv/\ ﬁ/—\/
500
0
o11o/ 0111/ 0112/ 01/01/ o1/02/ 01/03/ 01/04/ 01/05/ 01706/ 0107/ 01/08/ 01/09/

Figure 2: SCIRT website visitors since its launch

The above chart shows website trends for visitor numbers from the publication of the
website (October 2021) until September 2022.

- This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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Date
September 2022 (M16)
May 2024 (M36)

2 Online Media
2.1 LinkedIn
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Most visited pages

Website visits (excluding homepage)

11,135 USA, Germany, Belgium
To be filled in M36 To be filled in M36

Table 1: Website metrics

The SCIRT LinkedIn profile is an active outreach tool for sharing the latest news, updates,
and information about the project. Beyond the project, it also aims to communicate about
relevant events and engage with others on the platform. For the SCIRT audience, LinkedIn
has shown to have the most engagement out of the other social media platforms used to
communicate around SCIRT. The social media platform will continue to be used to
communicate and share information and opportunities, especially during the Awareness
Campaign that will begin in October of 2022.

SCIRT Project
BEIREE <23 followers
-®

Today, SCIRT partners will be tuning in to the hearing on the EU Strategy for
earn more about the EU's position to improve
the curent supply chain of the fashion industry #circulareconomy

Sustainable and Circular Textile:

#textilerecycling

SCIRT Project
SCIRT. 152 ¢ojicmers
2+ ®

Happy Earth Day from the SCIRT project! @

Through technological innovation in textile-to-textile #recycling, we are working
towards reducing the impacts of the #fashion industry on the planet.

Learn more at www.scirt.eu

( European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform

Tomorrow aftemoon, follo
Committee’s Consuitati

' 2
%,

the European Economic and Social

ssion on Industrial Change #ccmi hearing on
#EUTextilesStrategy - EU Environment and Climate, DG Growth, EURATEX -
European Apparel and Textile Confederation,
about #CircularFashion #CircularTextiles and alte:

e

EESC / CCMI public hearing
Audition publique CESE / CCMI

8/

The EU Textile Strategy

t to be discussed
business models : [l

Eaepesr
S 0

SCIRT Project
2 Meet SCIRT parirer Sustainable Innovation Institute (SI)!

SCIRT.

La stratégie textile de I'UE

03/05/2022 | 14:30 - 16:30 | JDE 61

Online event / Evénement ea ligne

Webstream

% The Sustainable Innovation Institute is a French non-profit association that
acts as a think and do tank on #sustainableinnovation to support the adoption of
novel solutions.

¢r Get to know all of our partners at www.scirt.eu/partners

\ Sustainable
N Innovation

Institute

Figure 3: Samples of LinkedIn posts from the SCIRT account

This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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Date Number of Followers Number of Posts
September 2022 (M16) 443 100
May 2024 (M36) To be filled in M36 To be filled in M36

Table 2: LinkedIn metrics

SCIRT Project s
SCIRT, 054
-®

m European Commission

Towards a more sustainable and dircular fashion sector.

This ties in well with our Circular Economy Action Plan. Under the plan, we are
focusing on sectors that use the most resources and that have 2 gocd potantial

10 move to 2 circular model — such as tex

Textile production iz 2 rezource and water intensive process. The sector is also

among the top five emitters of greenhouse gas emissions.

Our EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular Textiles will ensure that you benefit
from high gquality textiles, and re-use and repair services will be widely

zvailable

B Our #EUDataCrunch highlights why a comprehensive EU textiles strategy

matiers
Learn more about the CGircular Economy Action Plan— europa.eu/!tC33fg

#EUGreenDeal #CircularEconomy #Sustainability

EU STRATEGY FOR SUSTAINABLE
AND CIRCULAR TEXTILES

9,000 |L|

of water \ W
to produce = 2 43
R

the textiles
a European { washing loads
buys =

in one year

wuss%
of microplastics

n oceans come from
ayrithete textiles

-hu"-"-'u.l #EUDataCrunch

Figure 4: LinkedIn post with the most engagement

Figure 3, which shared information about the new EU Strategy Plan, shows the post with
the highest engagement at 52.88%.

- This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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SCIRT Project
L LY

Figure 5: LinkedIn post with the most engagement to date

Another post with high engagement (34.91%) summarised activities and results from a
workshop organised through the SCIRT project (Figure 4).

2.2 Twitter

The SCIRT Twitter profile has also been used as an active outreach tool for the project.
Similar posts are shared on Twitter as LinkedIn and include the latest news, updates, and
information about the project. Beyond the project, Twitter posts aim to communicate about
relevant events and engage with others on the platform. In terms of interacting with SCIRT
audiences, Twitter has shown to have less engagement than LinkedIn when comparing
similar or identical posts, which may be due to different audiences for the two platforms
(figure 5). Differences aside, Twitter will continue to be used to communicate and share
information and opportunities, especially during the Awareness Campaign which will focus

- This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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on the circular economy, recycling of textiles, clothing tags and other details that are useful
for the public to know about, in order to foster more conscious shopping habits.

Date Number of Followers Number of Posts
September 2022 (M16) 347 71
May 2024 (M36) To be filled in M36 To be filled in M36

Table 3: Twitter metrics

Total Impressions

m
B2

n
B2

Figure 6: Total impressions on Twitter and LinkedIn, M1-M16

2.3 Instagram

The SCIRT Instagram profile has been passively used as an outreach tool for the project as
the engagement on it has not been as strong as LinkedIn or Twitter. Stories recorded during
SCIRT events and other events shared by project partners have been reposted. The grid
feed however, has been maintained as the SCIRT visual. The Awareness Campaign will
incorporate the creation of images to be posted on all social media platforms, including
Instagram which will increase traffic and engagement on the page. Instagram will also
continue to be used to post stories of live events attended by the SCIRT partners.

Date Number of Followers Number of Posts
September 2022 (M16) 148 12
May 2024 (M36) To be filled in M36 To be filled in M36

This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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2.4 Online Newsletter

The annual newsletter (Annex 1) was sent in May 2022 after gathering inputs from partners
on their activities. The newsletter was composed of 6 segments:

abkwb =

6.

Word from the coordinator
Work package updates
Special highlights

SCIRT in the news

Key events attended
Upcoming events

The first newsletter was sent to 159 subscribers with an open rate of 42.4%.

The newsletter is also available on the Resources page of the project website and was

posted on the LinkedIn for non-subscribers to have access to the content. The full newsletter
isincluded in Annex 1.

This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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2.5 Online Flyer

A flyer was created for the project to quickly convey the main impacts, objectives, and
partners.

www.scirt.eu
contact@scirt.eu

in ¥ © @SCIRT_PROJECT

SCIRT

We are on an
innovation journey
towards a circular
fashion system.

System Circularity & Innovative Recycling of Textiles.

* (33 £

A unique collaboration between 18 Coordinated by VITO, the project will With consumer perspectives in
industry and research organisations, demonstrate an entire textile-to-textile mind, SCIRT will enable conditions
SCIRT will facilitate the transition to a recycling system for discarded clothing and supporting measures needed to
circular fashion economy. over the course of three years. make the transition to circularity.

Background.

Less than 1% of textile waste is recycled into new fibres
according to an Ellen MacArthur Foundation report published
in2017.

This build up is not due to low consumer demand, but rather
to a lack of knowledge regarding the technological,
economic and environmental feasibility of recycling fibre
mixtures.

There is a need to align the quality and cost of recycling
processes with the demands of textile companies and fashion
brands. The SCIRT project aims to develop a solution to
accelerate the transition to a circular fashion economy.

This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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Objectives.

Deliver a closed-loop recycling
solution for discarded textiles.
Create new business opportunities by
boosting textile value chain activity.

LN

Stimulate and encourage conscious
design as well as production practices.

L

Raise awareness of the environmental
and social impacts of buying clothes.

Expected outcomes.

With the support of technical partners and research institutes, clothing brands Decathlon, Petit Bateau, Bel & Bo, HNST and
Xandres, will develop, prototype and produce six types of apparel using recycled fibres.

e

B

Formal wear.  Casual wear. Sportswear. Underwear. Uniforms.

Project partners.

@um. BelsBo °°°° q EEEE ssav

KTILES INNOVANTS

—— FFact 7\

& el gy
KT

H

s

>
&

Sustainable %2
\()\ Innovation H =s& valvan y 2 vito X
: H WA baling systems / XANDRES
Institute S seLc
& ELGIuM

This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
The European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information it contains.

Figure 7: SCIRT Flyer for communication on the project (front and back)

The flyer is currently in an online format but can be printed at the request of the partners.

This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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2.6 External Mentions

A press release (Annex 2) was created and distributed at the launch of the project. It
described the main aspects of the SCIRT project, including its objectives, partners, timeline,
project information and links to the website and LinkedIn profile.

It was distributed to the 18 partners of the project and sent to several organisations. The
press release gained coverage in the media. It was published 7 times by media outlets
including Ecotextile News, Fashion Network and Paris Good Fashion.

3 Events

3.1 Internal Events

Over the first 16 months of the project, four consortium-wide meetings were held: the
project kick-off and three plenary meetings. Two other SCIRT meetings were organised by
Prospex Institute for the SCIRT User Boards, a group of stakeholders to share input in the
field of clothing and textile recycling. Updates on the activities and topics addressed during
the User Board meetings and the consortium-wide meetings were communicated through
social media and the SCIRT website.

Figure 8: The first hybrid plenary meeting in Fall 2021

- This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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Figure 9: Presentations of project updates during the third SCIRT plenary meeting in September
2022

3.2 External Events

The SCIIRT partners have attended and presented the project and their preliminary results
at notable events and conferences including:

Sardinia Symposium 2021

The Sardinia Symposia are a biennial event organised by the International Waste Working
Group (IWWG). It is one of the most important solid waste management conferences in the
world. TU Wien presented SCIRT during a workshop session.

G-STIC

The World Expo in Dubai focuses on knowledge and technologies that are crucial to
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. It is an accelerator and testing ground for
breakthrough technological solutions that the world needs to shape a post-pandemic world
and create a better future for all. A short presentation on SCIRT was made during the event.

Nerdland Festival

The Nerdland Festival is the largest open air science festival in Belgium. In collaboration
with IID-SIl and ellie.connect, VITO organised the presentation of a booth. The booth

This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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incorporated a touchscreen for communication around textile recycling for the general
public and prototypes of products that will be produced in SCIRT.

Figure 10: SCIRT booth at the Nerdland Festival

Texworld Evolution Paris

Texworld Evolution Paris brings together exhibitors from the Fashion industry to offer
professional buyers from all over the world a sourcing platform with a wide variety of
products ranging from basic to the most creative and qualitative. During the event, TU Wien
participated in a roundtable around the benefits and challenges of textile recycling.

Symposium on Urban Mining and Circular Economy 2022

SCIRT was presented at the SUM Symposium, organised by IWWG-International Waste
Working Group. The event represents the ideal reference Forum for Circular
Economy and Urban Mining, where scientists and stakeholders can debate the most
advanced results and focus on future needs.

Global Fibre Congress GFC

The SCIRT partner, VITO presented their activities in the project at the world's largest fibre
innovation congress. The Dornbirn-GFC has more than 100 international speakers from
industry and research presents the latest innovations in the fibre and textile industry.

This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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S C I RT Project Partners News Events Resources

{ > Todsy Upcoming v
September 2022

MON September 12 - September 13

SCIRT Plenary Meeting

Dombirn, Austria

The SCIRT partners will gather in Dornbirn, Austria to present [ ]

WED September 14 - September 16

61th Dornbirn Global Fiber Congress

Kulturehaus Rathauspl. 1Dornbirn,

The 61st Dornbirn-GFC will take place from Septermnber 14 - 16 at the Kulturhaus [..]
November 2022

WED Novemnber 9 - Movember 11

Recy & Depo']'ech

< Previous Events

o
@

Figure 11: Events page on SCIRT website

4 Publications and reports

At M16, 7 public reports have been made available on the project website.

This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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Public deliverables.

- WPI - Analysis of baseline and vision

o D1.1 State-of-the art of the fashion system (DRAFT)

* D1.2 Outline F2F demos, including target values for yams and multifil; isting of recycled
materials (DRAFT)

* D1.3 Identified market needs for recycled fibres (DRAFT)

* D1.4 Vision and road a circular fashion syst

WP2 - Towards a fib fibre sy design & testing
WP3 - F2F demo

WP4 - Sy optimisation and i validation

Y

WP6 - C ication, di ination and exploitati

WPS - Saakeholder engagement

WP7 - Project management

Publications.

Coming soon!

Figure 12: Deliverables available on the Resources page of the SCIRT website

- This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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Annex | Newsletter

In ¢his first @2imon of the anaual SLIRT project nessientar; you'l find o recap of the year'’s
sctivities, an updote on praisct progress, o few of the orticles we aere menrionsd in,

s0me af the events we'le i

nded and rey upcanming eveata Enjay!

A WORD FROM THE COORDINATOR

Size the baginning of the SUHI proges, 3l areas of werk have gaired momersum,
Some kay celivarsble: were finsfsed, The state-of-the-art of the fastion mzter wor
daseribed as an 1M PArLant scane seTOAg acnvity for tha wark in SCIRT, all xx damas for
Rarmert prototypes were descrided ir mere detail, and requirements for the recyclec
fibri wacm cutipmd and daossed as 4 srartng paint for the masrlng trisls thar hes
begun. On eagsgement wak oxcemsl stakeholdars, ar mportaas first stop waz tsker
warhy in 2022 by officia ly bcking off the Usee Soerds

A key challenge for the project over the past months kas continued o be linked 1o the
limitanions darning from 10, with Lasspacmac absencas of staff delays in dallvery of

maserials and comparents 32 3 canzaguence. Thiz has lec o delays, but narethel

we

fued axamfiedaant e our rajacory for The 28 months shent. Owsr 116 e period, we wil

zontue wrh the dfferers recvcling wnals, improvemants to the sortng process, the

selup of sienarding tests, the develsprner: oo the rus cost methodalagy s the
acganizaton of tha first physicsl User Beare meenng n May. In September the aawe
plena~y meetirg of SURT ix scheculed, back to beck with the Glodpl Fiker Congrass

whars the projet ana sama af aur firss raaults wil ba prassnted.

~EVELIEN DILS, VITO

WORK PACKAGE UPDATES

WORK PACKAGE 1 - ANALYSIS OF BASELINE AND VISKON

W niss rade s o s osieps, (e fiesl being s state ol s solysis, Gl
delvarables that wera sccompshed nzluda 3 review of the resresentatveness of
demoostrators and resesrch on the market cermands, process resds ard technological
precassea of razyeled fibres. A survay to callser smakancloans visices of sustainabity ang

trarzition pothways recertly closed anc will be aralyzec

'WORK PACKAGE 2 - TOWARDS A FIBRE-TO-FIBRE SYSTEM: DESIGN AND TESTING

WF2 iz zeparatad irto “aur differens tasks that have eoch alrzacy begun. Tha abectve of

the fess task 2.1 s o 0 el Tms, A1 This

\pesun Autsenatad soring srd dismantling

stage. 3 new rober for sorming matenais ard colo,

% being buik at ¥slvan and wil be

st et suemmn, Task 2.2 is lovuses or incressirg (he valus of recyding dothirg ang
sprning that incarporatas mora than =0% of razycled matenala Daa big challarge wil
be 1o separate slastare from other materials, TU Wier anc BOKU are current'y working
o craating material fram ragpciad Texrles far DECATHION swimsuit produets, CFTI has
frem 2ett Botoow, using

ravical gadn, CET1 began tasting the

staed the proceze of fravirg anc tpaning soter guok
d

mackanical 1agafing whils on s therma en

LA line uzing vrgin palyester ard chps from plasac batdes.

WORK PACKAGE 3 - FIBRE-TO-FIBRE DEMO

The brancs that wi'l produce prototypes of garments from recyced contens are working
At varlous paces ta craate thar. Up uedl raw, the brancs manly aravidee input for
sther related werk package:. Aligning with V22 on the techricalties o the fabnicz and
Thm s s

brands pravdec nezessary irpLs 1 VITO “or the fibre foespans calculabon, which alse

Outereni o ha crepcding teein x cracal At thix staga, Additanally, <8

suaports the Truw Cos Mude! tameaurk o WPE,

'WORK PACKAGE 4 - SYSTEM OPTIMISATION AND IMPACT VALIDATION

Az the erd of March, VITO submitted 2 fist celdvaranla for WP which were Fikre
Faceprirs fact sheets. As port o tazk 4.1, thase factsheets orovide an overvew of the
anviranmanral ard smal pardomanca of e SCRT damanstratar prodiects o the
zurrent {mdinly near] exale oyster. Puleng on this. the dovelopmant of the True Cezt
Muddal (195 4.2 ull saing wed the maihovolopy (on mepping of use eecs i
currently being cavclonac. In tack 4.4 on tha arzular desgn gudelings, crcularfazhor

n

o Flangers DC sre further defining the stope, formst sne content of the software
faatura irtandse ta suaport dasigners and product esvelopars. In the final WPA task 4.5
on trenzperercy ard tracesbiity systems. circularfashior and WTO corducted o
warkshon A1 the Nowember 2021 onnsarfum  mearag o collect  sraksbalase

regurements from the Advizary Bocrd. Cirzulonfazhion 15 alse working t= align its

wilh (1w GS1 Digit Link st s clevsogiing (o st irmgrsosd yersioe of e e
Upar Lata starcace.

WORK PACKAGE 5 - STAKFHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

As port of task 5.2, Prospex Instiute toncused 3 comarehersive stakeholder mapping
waRrcan comprsad of 275 kay actons froe azrmss tha textle valus chain, This sserciss
w3 uzed 5o sekact the partcipares “ar the first User Baarcz. In Jonuary, key ztakeholders

g harect Onlinie 10 e ot abont this apcsemiog

1 persn User Baard taking placs i
vieana, Ausma, In My 2022, 1ha mecting will bring tagether 20 stakehalders snd wo to
20 projwt parirers W disuss <ey  issues sy challerges for the SCIRT
vy af pobncsl
representatives with 3 link to ZPRtexdles in the Eucopear Unicr. The inventory of

systenn. Furtharmars, tack 5.5 15 250 308INE PrOgress N An Inwvanto

ralavart litaratuse ang mappag of auarohing Tat s cureaty bappecag in this ama
wes 220 fusher daveloped, and comverzancrs/intarvneve with stoksho dars have baer
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'WORK PACKAGE 6 - COMMUNICATION, DISSEMINATYON AND EXPLOITATION

ke Sustanable mncvatan tasonute leads the work nazkage on caommuaikeation and has
put severs! platforms o place to incresse the wvisibdity of 3CIRT, includirg Isurchirg the
wabats 200 social menia aotauati. Tha wore packags acganisnd ona woreshop ta plar
for the year-long owareres: compaign that ¢ wik laurch in the coming months aac
anothar wareshop 1ok plas 10 Ledurstand 1ha olyscthoms ane capsiities af sepiniaran
from the proj re with @cerral dartaiparss that will shavesze the
demluprmens ol the projuct is being planred sne will be beid in 1 Fail
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SPECIAL HIGHLIGHTS

SCIRT USER BOARDS

During tha Inktal crling Lzer Scard meeting In Jsnuary the frst APS milestons was reached, as
the partopants commited thamsahes 7o four spacific sub-thamatic subgrups Tha themati:
sul-Rroups were sel o ollaborson with other project peetnens, snd included business models,
wizzie managemant and caliacton, regulatons, and circuir design. Theze sopizs ‘will 5e axploesd
tumher during the Lsar Bosra meetngs whizh will t24s pisca twice 3 year una ta end of the
fraject

SCIRT IN THE NEWS

LATEST TREND KEEPS CLOTHES OUT OF
LANDFILL

by Herizon- The EU Research &
Innovation Magazine

VIENNESE RESEARCHERS AGREE:
RECYCLABLE TEXTILES GO NOT JUSTIFY
PROLIFERATION OF PRODUCT LINES

by Hildegard Suntinger, Innovation Origins

EU'S NEW CIRCULAR FASHION PROJECT
TARGETS TEXTILE RECYCLING
by Yarns and Flores

SCIRT

KEY EVENTS ATTENDED

Fropsct partners aitended seversl events m refoton to the project topie. Whike the partrers
Intended tz wtend mectings in perzon, some cvants could only be joired virtclly. Bionts

aranden sinca tha kick-or relude

THE 18TH INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON WASTE MANAGEMENT AND SUSTAINABLE
LANDFILLING - SARIINIA, T

THE GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE TECHNOLCGY & INNOVATION COMMUNITY CONFERENCE -
DUBA, UAE

FASHION TALKS - ANTWERF, 8E

UPCOMING EVENTS

wil attend ond

participate in several of them. SCIRT is organizng internal meetings that will allow th

Evenit organisation is picking up or the rest o7 2022 9 SCIRT vart

partners 1o Sapiyy their achicvemarts and further pragrese in their aroect taske and

Achvimac,

VIEW ALL UPCOMING EVENTS

THANKS FOR READING!

v 1inJC)

This emall was sent to
You'e tecened s eminl beczause youve subscibed (o Gl pewsieler

Unsutse g
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Annex Il Press Release

SCIRT.

EYSTEM CIRCULARITY & INNGWATIVE
RECYCLING OF TEXTILES

Leading brands and research organisations team
up in new circular fashion project

SCIRT kicks off its innovation journey towards a circular fashion system

For Immediate Release
30 June 2021

Artwerp, Belgium - The SCIRT project held its virtual kick-off meeting on #-11 June 2021 to begin tackling the
issua of clothing waste and recyclability, one of the biggest challenges faced in the fashion industry today.

Gathering 18 partners from five countries, this project aims to accelerate the transition to a circular fashion
systern through technological innovation in textile-to-textile recyding. Coordinated by VITO, an independent
Flemish research organization in the cleantech and sustainable development sector, the EUunded SCIRT
project will deliver a closed-loop recycling solution for discarded post-consumer textiles, simulate consclous
design and production practices, create new business opportunities by boosting activity within textile value

chains, and increase public awareness of the environmental and social impacts of textile consumption.

As clothing brands are setting ambitious targets and making promises to incorporate recycled fibres in their
products, discarded textiles are piling up in abundance around the globe. Though it would seem that the stars
of supply and demand have aligned for this part of the circular economy, the truth is that less than 1% of tecdile
waste is recycled into new textile fibres, zccording to an Ellen MacArthur Foundation report published in 2017.
This miniscule percentage is indicative of a greater problem—achieving circularity in the fashion industry is not
just a question of supply and demand, but of the connection between the two. There is a lack of knowledge
surrounding the technological, economic and environmental feasibility of recycling fibre mixtures, and a need
to align the quality and cost of recycling processes with the demands of textile companies and fashion brands.

SCIRT will develop solutions to support systemic innovation towards 8 more circuler fashion system and bridge
this supply-demand gap. To address the demand side of the equation, SCIRT will demaonstrate & complete

tendile-to-textile recycling system for discarded dothing, otherwise known as post-consumer textiles, invalving
stakeholders throughout the walue chain and focusing on the recycling of natural and synthetic fibres, as well as
fibre blends. With the support of technical partners and research institutes, clothing brands Decathlon, Petit
Eateau, Bal & Bo, HMST and Xandres, will develop, prototype and produce six different representative types of
apparel using post-consumer recycled fibres. These indude formal and casual wear, sportswear, underwear and

uniforms. Through this endeavour, SCIRT will prioritise quality and cost-effectiveness in order to ensure market

confidence and sncourage the broad uptake of post-consumer recycled fibres.
From a non-technological perspective, SCIRT will develop supporting policy measures and tools 1o facilitate the

transition towards a circular systemn for apparel. This includes a framework for an eco-modulated Extended

Producer Responsibility (EPR) system zand = True Cost Model to quantify circularity and increase value chain

- This progect has received funding fram the Horzan 2020 Programme under grant agreement n®1071003 904,

This project has received funding from the Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°101003906.
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transparency. Special atention will also be given to the consumer perspective. To this end, Citizan Labs
engaging consumers in various European locations, as well as a wider online engagement platform, will be
developed to engage citizens throughout the project in order to understand the perceptions, motivations and
smaotions shaping thelr behaviour regarding the purchase, use, and disposal of textiles.

Oner the next three years, SCIRT project partners will work to overcome current technaological, economic, socio-
economic and regulatory barriers faced in textiles recycling to achieve a real, lasting circular fashion economy.

Partners
- Fashion companies: B=l2E0, HNAT, Decathlon, ¥andres, Peti Batesu

Ressarch organksations: /ITC, CETI, Prospes [nstitute

Universities: SOk TL Wien, ESTIA

Industry players: Altex, AVS Spinning - A European Spinning Group (E5G) Company, Yalvan

SMEs: Circular fashion, FFact

Non-profit organisations: -l=nclers DC, 105

Coordinator
Evelien Dils
VITO

Press contact
Carine Valette
no-sil

+33 (0)& 4220 48465
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Contact & Social Media
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